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	 Visit our Centres on our Adoption Open Day Saturday, 13 April, and enjoy 25% off adoption fees from 13-28 April. Help us Clear the Shelters these school holidays!
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The Problem

    
        The prolonged tethering or confinement of dogs is an issue that our inspectors deal with daily. While it is difficult to gather accurate numbers, it is safe to say this issue impacts the lives of thousands of dogs in New Zealand.

        
            
	Tethering or chaining a dog describes the tying of a dog with a rope, line, or chain to a fixed stationary point (also referred to as ‘life chaining’ when prolonged). Close confinement of a dog describes a situation where a dog is contained in an enclosure or cage that provides insufficient space to meet their physical, health and behavioural needs.



	The current legislative and regulatory framework restricts animal welfare Inspectors’ ability to intervene in many of these cases. SPCA has raised the issue of prolonged tethering and confinement of dogs with MPI and the National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee consistently over a number of years calling for better protections for these dogs.



	


        

            




    
The Solution

    
        SPCA advocates for new, directly enforceable regulations via an amendment to the Animal Welfare (Care and Procedures) Regulations 2018. 

        
            
	                            In 2022, over 20,000 New Zealanders called for action through our Break the Chain campaign. This resulted in the drafting and public consultation of a number of proposed tethering regulations, bringing these dogs one step closer to a better life.



	                            In early 2023, the Government closed the public consultation period on these regulations. Although SPCA, other animal welfare organisations and many members of the public submitted on the proposed regulations, little has been communicated publicly since then and we are concerned this issue may have dropped down the priority list.



	                            We are so close but progress appears to have stalled. We now are calling for all New Zealanders to take action once more and demand the change.


        

            




    
The timeline

    
        

        
            
	2015-2017 SPCA calls for dog      tethering regulations through written submissions and MPI stakeholder      workshop



	2018 Animal Welfare      (Care and Procedures) Regulations were released but the final      regulations did not address prolonged tethering or confinement of dogs



	2021 December SPCA      submits Policy Brief to Associate Minister of Animal Welfare calling for Amendment to      the Animal Welfare (Care and Procedures) Regulations 2018 to address the      issue of prolonged tethering and confinement through regulations



	2022 April SPCA submits      in support of the Chained Dog Awareness New Zealand petition which called for an end to life chaining of dogs and      was signed by more than 29,000 people



	2022 July SPCA “Break      the Chain” campaign sees      more than 20,000 New Zealanders take action to call for better protections      for chained and caged dogs



	2022 August Petition      Select Committee Report supports introducing regulations to address prolonged      tethering and confinement of dogs



	2023 February MPI opens      public consultation on draft dog tethering regulations, with the consultation      period closing in March



	 2023 August 15,000 people co-signed our letter to the Minister demanding decisive action to progress the regulations



	DOGS IN NEW ZEALAND HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR YEARS FOR THE CHAIN TO BE BROKEN. WE NEED YOUR HELP TO BREAK THE CHAIN AND DEMAND THE CHANGE


        

            




                    

                


                
    
        Stay in touch

        Following our 2022 campaign, MPI drafted regulations but progress stalled after public consultation in 2023, despite 15,000 people joining SPCA to demand action. SPCA calls on the current Minister, Andrew Hoggard, to urgently progress these regulations to protect chained dogs.



Sign up for updates on dog tethering, other SPCA advocacy work, and ways you can help create a better life for animals.
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                                                        Submission

                                                        Policy Brief calling for regulations to address the prolonged tethering or confinement of dogs - MPI
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                                                Break the chain. Change the law.
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                                                What it'll take to the break the chain and stop life chaining
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                                                The call goes unanswered: SPCA continues to rally Kiwis to demand change for chained dogs
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                                                Rattling the chain – we’re still crying out for change 
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                                                SPCA relieved to hear Petitions Committee recommendation on banning life chaining of dogs  
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                                                The chain will be broken – but when? 
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                                                Breaking the Chain - Government announces public consultation on tethering of dogs 
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                                                Government drags the chain on improving lives of thousands of dogs

                                            

                                            Read now

                                        

                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        [image: ]
                                        
                                            
                                                Article

                                                A victim of inaction: Archie’s story 

                                            

                                            Read now

                                        

                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        

    

    
    

		


	
		

		
			[image: The SPCA Newsletter]
			
				Get SPCA updates

				Sign me up for emails and text messages about how SPCA is helping animals in need
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	    		We're so happy you've joined us!

	            

	    	

			
				
				We‘re excited to start sharing our inspirational stories with you, keep you up to date with how we’re helping New Zealand's animals, and let you know when there are opportunities to give your support.

				But you don't have to wait for our next email. Here are a few ways to get involved right now.
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					Watch this space for your next update! And thanks again for your support, it’s what keeps us going.
				


				
					Ngā mihi nui

					The SPCA New Zealand Team
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							The SPCA (Royal New Zealand Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Incorporated) is a registered charity. Our Charities Commission number is CC22705.
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